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19t March 2025

Dear Parents,

Homework is a tricky topic, and over the years, Primary Schools have grappled with it and never truly
got it right. Here are just some of the views I've heard...

e "Why do they need homework at such a young age?”

e “Children need homework to prepare them for secondary school”
e “The homework is too easy, so what’s the point?”

e “I'm just not doing it”

e “The homework is too hard; it's a nightmare to do”

e “I'm busy, why should I do the work that should be done in school?”
e “There’s too much homework”

e “There’s not enough homework”

e it teaches them independence”

e “what’s the point when teachers don’t mark it anyway”

e it helps me to see what's going on in school”

...and so on!

In the spirit of this, we need to find a middle ground. We cannot please everyone, but we must do
something consistent across the school. Research (conducted by EEF) suggests that children who
complete homework at Primary School achieve better outcomes. We also know that reading or
practising spelling and number facts work best across all ages. Therefore, we have looked at what our
‘minimum’ expectations are and (unsurprisingly) these are reading, spellings and arithmetic. We also
know many children enjoy our ‘topic” homework, which we will continue, but completing this is optional.
Likewise, our expectations will alter as children mature. It would be inappropriate to expect the same
of a nursery child as a Year Six child, for example.

As a working parent of three children, I know the strain homework places upon a household. I know
and understand the pressure it places upon us all. But, as a headteacher, I also know its benefits.

We will communicate with parents about children who dont complete homework. We also need
transparent practices to support children and families who struggle and need additional support.

On the reverse of this letter are our homework expectations for you.

Yours sincerely,
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