
Windrush Generation
Empire Windrush brought the first large group of postwar West Indian immigrants to the United
Kingdom, carrying 492 passengers from Jamaica to London in 1948. Between 1948 and 1970, nearly
half a million people left their homes in the West Indies to start a new life in the UK. Many Caribbean
men and women had served in the British armed forces because, at the time, many West Indian islands
were still under British rule (empire) and not yet independent. After the war, some of these people
answered an advert to come to Britain where there were lots of differentjobs to do.

Vocabulary

Immigration
the action of coming to live permanently in a foreign 
country

Discrimination 
being treated unfairly or unkindly based on race, age, 
beliefs or gender

Migration 
seasonal movement of animals from one region to 
another.

Citizen a legally recognised person living in a certain area.

Emigration 
the act of leaving your own country to settle 
permanently in another; moving abroad.

Prosperity something which is successful especially to do with money

Refugee 
a person who has been forced to leave their country in 
order to escape war, persecution, or natural disaster.

British Empire
An empire is a group of countries ruled by a single 
monarch or political authority

Colonialism
Colonialism is when a country takes control over the 
running of another country or group of countries

Persecution being treated badly due to race or religious beliefs.

Prejudice 
an opinion that is not based on evidence or actual 
experience.

Conflict a serious disagreement or argument.



Push and Pull Factors of Migration
Migration usually happens as a result of a combination of 

these push and pull factors.

Push Factors are negative 
things that make people want 
to move to a new area e.g
war or a family break-up.

Pull Factors are positive 
aspects that attract people to 

move to a place e.g good 
employment opportunities.

Barriers to migration
Migration movements are rarely smooth. 
People who are migrating have to 
negotiate a number of barriers when 
moving between countries. A number of 
obstacles can get in the way such 
as legal restrictions, family 
attachments, and costs incurred etc.
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Challenges faced by refugees
• Conditions in refugee camps are poor.
• Conflict with the local people.
• Many refugees live in fear of being sent home as their. 

documentation or status is questioned.
• Refugees don’t want to return to a civil war/ natural disaster.
• Difficult for refugees to find employment.
• Discrimination/ prejudice by people
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