TasWK: Read the articles below. Think about all the plastic items you use and throw away every day.

From now, can you clean out these items and make a display about the harmful effects of plastic
on our oceans. |he display could contain different facts and figures, as well as ways we can all

help take action. A[temattve[g, can you create a poster using the above instead?
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Did you know that every
up in our planet’s beautiful

PLASTIC
FANTASTIC?

Plastic is an amazing man-made material. §
it’s cheap to produce and has many uses —
from pens, pi g balls and hard hats to
prosthetic and car parts. But haif
of the plastic we produceis designed to be
used justonce and then chucked away -
such as food packaging, balloons and
straws, much of which ends upin the
ocean. And because plastic takes over
400 years to break down, itstays
s there, causing damage, fora
", dangerously long time.

“SEALIFE
STRUGGLES

" Floating plastic is bad news for our
/ friends under the waves. Turtles gobble |
up plastic bags, mistaking them for tasty
! jellyfish. Animals get trapped and tangled
0 in discarded fishing nets, and birds
| arestrangled by the plastic six-pack
\ rings from drink cans. Bottle tops and ]-'
\  other smaller bits of plastic are also
mistaken for food and eaten by
R birds, leaving no room in their 4
A swollen tummies for
- realfood.

zear over 8 million tonnes of plastic end
lue oceans? Read on to discover the tragic
effects of this life-threatening litter, and find out how YOU can help...

Notallithe

rubbish inthe sea

is dumped there
on purpose. Much

of it is blown from
overflowing rubbish

ng
bins or landfill sites
. orsewers.
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GARBAGE

Because of the natural movements of the

ocean aurents, much of the workd s rubbish ends

plastic out atsea. The largest is the Great Padific
Garbage Patch in the North Pacific Ocean - its
estimated to be size of Europe. Gross! But while
you're probably imagining a gigantic solid mass of

3 floating trash, most of the plasticin the patch is

barely visible. it's been broken down by the 4§
waves and sunlightinto tiny particles. 4
But this tiny microplasticis justas
dangerous to animals - and can
evenend up harming us! _ g

* up being swept into gigantic swirling ‘patches’of \

Y

P INTO THE 8
FOOD CHAIN

Plastic doesn't break down completely

| - itjust gets smaller and endsup being |

swiallowed by fish and other marine
animals and birds. The tiny partides
of plastic absorb toxicindustrial

) chemicals which, when eaten by

fish, are absorbed into their
issues and are eventually 4§
B eaten by humans.

-\

USE LESS PLASTIC!
. Fortunately, there are things you can
do to help resclve the problem.
\‘ Dinkfrj'n.\- reusable water botde;,
- use multi-use s an
- recycle all the m?ﬁm can
~ I to help kesp waste to a minimum!
_ .~ Askyour parents to choose loose
* fruitand vegetables, rather than
groceries swaddled with
layers of pointless plastic
waste (right)!

CLEAN UP THE BEACH!
Helpkeep our seasides
dean by going along to an
organisad beach cleanup.
You'll be given gloves and
litter pickers, and will set to
work clearing clutter from
cur beaches, soit dossnt
end up inthe sea.It’s fun,
and we promise you'll P\
feel reallyproud when

see your nice clean

ach! Check out mesuk.

beachwatchievents

tohind an event near you!
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WHARELSE CAN WE PO T0

MJ/E OUR SEAS?
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OVERRSHING
Tha Earth's oceans ara so vast that
k wsed'to think thattherewasz an
s

uw offizh In them Sadly, this
&5 NOT the case, and billons of people ardund the
world now eat saxfood as an important part of their

det. , 50 many fh are being taken cut of the
ocaan that shpnr.?alomamt @ to recover -and

tfwa'ra net caraful, spedes that ware once plentiful will
ba In danger of becoming extinct.

LOOK AT THE LABELS!
tfyou axt fish, make sure your saafocd hasthe blus
MSC label (below) on k. Dezigned by the Marine
Stewardship Coundl the symbel means your

fizhy snack haz besn caught In a sustabable way,
50 that populstions stay heakhy for the future

SWMm owverto de.org to fird - A v CLIMATE CHANGE

Ovarthelast 150 years, our planet has
besn haating up.Scentists bdkwe thaman
cause of this global warming & the huge amount A
of fossilfudl (.ch 2z of) that bumans bum to maka energy.

The wlaases gaa Into the Earths atmesphes
trap the Sun's heat - and this &s terrblo news for some sealfa!
Tharksa inthe ocean temparaturals damaging much of owr

ccaan’ coral, through a process known as corad blsaching.
Many cold-warter 568 spadies have bocoma axtinct in warmar

amas, only suniving In shrinking areas of cool water,

USE LESS ENERGY!
There are ks of aa to reduce the ena usa.
Switch off the lights a twrxurgadgcs xthe
mahs beforelaaving a room. Wear jJumpers Instoad of
turning up (or onl] tha central heating Are aVlyour

fln'l:‘! ar!:um mxwgﬁ'ﬁy

a can makea HUGE
ng:ﬂbmmaw

out more about sustainable seafocd!
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